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Grief Eater 
By Emma Osborne 

 
Visceral, gritty, and unforgiving, GRIEF EATER 
is a zombie story like you’ve never read before.  
 
When Kristina rises from her violent death, she’s 
not the same fragile woman her family once 
abandoned. She’s rageful, powerful, and hungry—
for the blood of the ones who were supposed to 
love her. With a newfound craving to see 
vengeance and grief served, she launches into a 
once-in-an-undead-lifetime journey across blood-
slicked highways to the scorched Australian bush 
and her hometown. As her body fails and her mind 
fractures, she’s left with one final question: Is she 
here to forgive, or to feed?  
 
A transgressive, gory examination of queer identity 
and found family, GRIEF EATER sinks its teeth 
into trauma and what it means to be devoured by 
grief.  
 
About the Author 
Emma Osborne is a queer fiction writer and poet 
from Naarm Melbourne, Australia. Emma’s 
writing has appeared in Uncanny Magazine, 
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Destroy Science Fiction, Pseudopod, Podcastle, 
the Review of Australian Fiction, the Year’s Best 
Australian Fantasy and Horror, GlitterShip, 
Kaleidotrope and WASTELANDS 3 edited by 
John Joseph Adams. Emma is a graduate of the 
2016 Clarion West Writers Workshop. “Grief 
Eater” is their debut novella. They currently live in 
Sunbury with their girlfriend and three wonderful 
cats. You can find Emma on BlueSky at 
@redscribe. 
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“Grief Eater is a scathing rebuke. And yet it has so much heart. Every line of Osborne’s gorgeous 
prose is a knife that cuts like a balm. Lyrical, constantly surprising, essential—Grief Eater takes a 
familiar genre and transforms it into something entirely new.” —Cadwell Turnbull, award-winning 
author of the Convergence Saga 
  
“This story will not spare you. It will reach into your chest and eat your heart. Osborne writes with 
brutal clarity about abuse and betrayal, about the queer joy and chosen family that will help you 
survive it. About how love and a quest for vengeance can be strong enough to move the dead. I’ve 
never read anything like it.” —K Tidbeck, author of Amatka and Jagannath. 
  
“Grief Eater is an embodied, sensory experience: screaming, snarling grief; monstrous hunger; the 
desire for answers that can only be found in blood. Horror at its finest, as glorious, gory relief and 
release.” —Angela Meyer, author of Moon Sugar 
  
“Soaked in blood and loss, Grief Eater is a bittersweet tale that is redolent with the transformative 
closure that comes after confronting painful trauma. A visceral and unflinching read!” —Suzan 
Palumbo, author of Skin Thief: Stories and Countess 
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