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The Future Second by Second 
Book One of the Shelter Trilogy 

by Meridel Newton 
 

In a new America where civilization as we 
know it has ended, every hour counts. 
Everything is ticking along perfectly in the 
sanctuary community of Osto until a band of 
raiders arrives intent on violence. Vasha has led 
her people through the worst the world has to 
offer for years, but this new threat could 
destroy her hope for the future. She’s forced to 
strike a bargain with the leader of the raiders as 
tensions rise among the survivors and refugees 
who call Osto home. Old rivalries and 
prejudices put everything they’ve worked for at 
risk.  But if Vasha plays this right, she just 
might forge a new future for Osto.  
 
The Future Second by Second is the first in a 
series of novellas showcasing a different kind 
of post-apocalyptic world—one dependent on 
community and cooperative living. Flipping 
the genre of dystopia on its head, Newton 
understands the power of hope and 
collaboration in the face of an uncertain future. 
 
About the Author 
Meridel Newton lives in Washington, DC and 
works as a research analyst by day. Her 
writing appeared in the 1001 Knights 
anthology, as well as disparate self-published 
releases. Her work spans many genres, but 
always reflects her interests in environmental 
science, social justice, folklore, and human 
geography.  

Praise for Meridel Newton 
 

"Newton has a knack for storytelling that is 
incredibly engaging, as well as a prodigious 

vocabulary that lends it lyricism."  
—Amazon Reviewer 

file:///C:/Users/Holly/Dropbox/Interstellar%20Flight%20Press/Twelve_Andrea%20Blythe%20Poetry%20Chapbook/interstellarflightpress.com

